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YOUTH SYMPHONY TO PERFORM IN CHICAGO 

AT INTERNATIONAL MUSIC CONFERENCE 
Mayor Sly James proclaims Dec. 7-14 Youth Symphony Week in Kansas City 

 
KANSAS CITY – (December 5, 2014) Youth Symphony of Kansas City has announced that its senior-most 
orchestra, the Symphony Orchestra, has been invited to perform at The Midwest Clinic – An International Band 
and Orchestra Conference in Chicago, Ill. on Friday, December 19 at 2 p.m. The 105-member orchestra is 
comprised of high school students from across the Kansas City metropolitan area. 
 
The performance will include three pieces.  Davis will lead the Symphony Orchestra in performing 
Tchaikovsky’s masterwork Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 (“Pathétique”), the composer’s final completed 
symphony prior to his death.  The orchestra will also perform two new works, led by guest conductors; a world 
premiere commissioned by local composer Derek M. Jenkins entitled Fountains for string orchestra, conducted 
by Michelle Davis, and an arrangement of the traditional Welsh tune “Suo Gan,” composed by Larry Clark, 
conducted by Russell E. Berlin, Jr. 
 
The orchestra was selected to perform at the conference based on an application and recorded audition 
submitted in March 2014.  Out of more than 300 applicants, only forty-four ensembles were chosen to perform, 
of which only five are full orchestras.  The conference annually attracts approximately 17,000 professional 
musicians and educators within the industry.  A complete list of participating performance ensembles as well 
as more information about The Midwest Clinic is available on their website at www.midwestclinic.org. 
 
Youth Symphony of Kansas City is the only community-based youth orchestra invited to perform at this year’s 
conference.  “Being accepted here [at The Midwest Clinic] is a rite of passage that represents a certain level of 
artistic attainment,” said Steven D. Davis, Symphony Orchestra Conductor.  Davis continued, “We know in 
Kansas City what a treasure the Youth Symphony is and this is a way for us to share that with the entire 
country and world.”  In honor of the Youth Symphony’s performance in Chicago, Mayor Sly James has 
proclaimed the week of December 7-December 14 as “Youth Symphony Week” in Kansas City. 
 
To view photos, video, the mayoral proclamation and more information about Youth Symphony of 
Kansas City, please visit www.youthsymphonykc.org/chicago 
 

### 
 

About Youth Symphony of Kansas City 
Founded in 1958, Youth Symphony of Kansas City is a music education organization, annually comprised of 
four student orchestras involving more than 360 of the most talented young instrumentalists in the Kansas City 
metropolitan area.  Students audition and are selected annually for each ensemble and perform concerts 
throughout the region.  In September 2011, the most advanced ensemble – the Symphony Orchestra – 
presented the first free public performance in Helzberg Hall at the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts in 
Kansas City, Mo.  The ensemble has toured nationally and abroad and performs annually side-by-side with the 
Kansas City Symphony. 
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